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Identifying & Supporting 
Young Carers in Schools
On March 27th 2009 Hampshire launched its 
Multi-Agency Strategy for Young Carers
One of the key principles of the Young Carers Strategy is that…
‘Young Carers will have the same access to education and career choices as their peers’
One of the objectives in the Action Plan is the…
‘Identification of Young Carers – Develop a system to enable young carers to be identified and their educational performance monitored’ 
Over the past five years we have been working with all the five mainstream secondary schools in developing methods to identify and support young carers. Some examples of our partnership working are:  
	· Designated lead person

· Awareness Raising Assemblies

· Staff Training

· Schools drop-ins
	· Young Carers Exploration Groups

· Peer Mentors

· Notice Boards

· ‘Hidden’ training DVD 


What next?
Last term we facilitated workshops with young carers around the use of ID cards specifically for use within school. This scheme has been piloted in Sunderland, where it is now actively used within all secondary schools and supported by Children’s Services. We would very much like to replicate this. 
What the young people said would help 

· To have a mobile phone on (silent) to keep contact with person they care for
· Some flexibility over late arrival

· Extra time and support to complete homework

· ‘Time out’ card
We would like to work in partnership within (name of school) to pilot Young Carer ID Cards for young people who are experiencing difficulties at school
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What is the AIM of ID card? 
· Increase awareness of a young carers circumstances

· Increase support within school to meet an individual needs

· Increase in confidence and self-esteem whilst encouraging a more positive participation in school life
What information will it contain?
· Name and photo of the young person alongside School and WYCP logos
· Details of specific allowances agreed through a contract with young person, family and school

· Cards would be valid for from Sep to July (If, during the school year, circumstances change and different allowances need to be arranged an application can be made for a new card)

Contracts
If a young person felt that an ID card would help they should tell their tutor, Head of Year, Headteacher or Lead Teacher who will then help them complete a form which would include:
· Name, gender, date of birth

· School, Tutor, Head of School/Lead Teacher

· Who they care for

· What they need support with

This would then be discussed to decide what appropriate allowances could be made.  The form would then be signed by a parent and school and an ID card issued. Young carers can carry the card with them at school and they can show the card to teachers when experiencing problems.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us
Winchester & District Young Carers

Winchester

01962 848039

Ben Hogbin (Manager) 
office@wycp.org.uk 
Alison Cross (Schools & Support Co-ordinator) 
schools@wycp.org.uk 
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